
Purpose 

The principal purpose of the Monmouth Center for World Religions and Ethical Thought is to enhance the acceptance of religious and cultural diversity.  

The Monmouth Center is committed to:

        ( Honor and enrich individual 

religious, spiritual, and ethical 

practices

( Encourage interfaith listening

           and understanding  

( Raise a common voice against 

injustice and intolerance 

        ( Provide a center for the study of

world religions & ethical thought

        ( Serve as a unique interfaith and

           intercultural meeting place           
A Diverse Meeting Place

Please join us in the work of this unique interfaith learning community.
We seek common ground for interfaith dialog and action, and we strive to understand our similarities and differences.

Board Members join with members of Monmouth County faith communities to conduct programs and activities.
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Programs and Activities

( Small group interfaith dialogue  

   meetings

( Interfaith spiritual experiences 

   through on-site visits to places 

   of worship

( MOSAIC - Interfaith youth program (gardenstatemosaic.org)  

( Public educational programs

Annual Programs

( Shanti (Peace) Day Celebration 

( United We Sing – An Interfaith

   Celebration 

Examples of Previous Programs
· The Many Faces of Forgiveness

· Commitment to Your Own Religious Tradition without Being a Bigot  

· Environmental Stewardship as a Religious Value

· Why Care?  An Ecumenical Basis for Social Action 

· Ordination and Marriage of Gays and Lesbians  

· Islam and Living Our Values Within the Muslim Faith

· The Connection Between Spirituality and Health 

· Mysticism and Our Values 

· The Gifts of Interfaith Practice


How It Came About

The Monmouth Center was established in 1994 by individuals in Monmouth County from various religious and ethical traditions. It is led by a Board of Trustees comprising members of our diverse religious communities, including the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Monmouth County, which serves as the host organization.

Board of Trustees 
Dr. Rao H. Andavolu (Hindu)

Sathya  Andavolu (Hindu)

Kristine Larson Binaco (Unitarian Universalist) 

Dr. John Calvin Chatlos (Ethical Culture / Humanist)

The Rev. Elizabeth B. Congdon (American Baptist) 

Lynn Dash (Unitarian Universalist)

Dr. Mary Carol Day (Unitarian Universalist)

Dr. Joseph T. Donahue (Unitarian Universalist)
Balvinder Kaur Gill, Esq. (Sikh)
Dr. Aridaman (Ari) Jain (Jain)

Dr. Sarbmeet Singh Kanwal (Sikh)
Jennifer A. Lieberman, LSW (Jewish)
Dr. Stevi Lischin (Contemplative Activist) 

Dr. Esmat Mahmoud (Muslim)

Mr. George Moutis (Christian/Greek Orthodox)
Dr. Madhav Phadke (Hindu)

Joe Ritacco (Christian/ Presbyterian)

Dr. Robert C. Smith (Buddhist)
Georgette L. Thomas (African Methodist Episcopalian)
Rev. Dianne Watson-Kendall (Christian/Baptist)
Ms. Patty Whyte (Baha’i) 
Board Advisors 
Ms. Ellen Chaddha (Unitarian Universalist)

Dr. Roshan Chaddha (Unitarian Universalist) –
     Coordinator Emeritus

Dr. Ved Chaudhary (Hindu) 

Ms. Fatima Jaffari (Islam)
Mr. Naresh Jain (Jain and Interfaith)
Rev. John Licitra (Universalist Christian)
Dr. Steve Ross (Quaker)
Dr. Saliba Sarsar (Christian) 
Ms. Uma Swaminathan (Hindu)
Ms. ClaraGee Stamaty Ziment (Jewish Reform) 
Faith Statements
Baha’i  “The earth is but one country, and mankind its citizens.”  
- Baha’u’llah

Buddhist   “My message makes no distinction 

between high and low, or between rich and poor.  It is like the sky.  It has room for all; and like the rain it washes all alike.” - Buddha
Christian   “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

- Jesus
Hindu   “Truth is one, but the wise call it by many names.”

- Rig Veda
Humanist/Intercultural   “The same stream

of life that runs through my veins night and day runs through the world and dances in rhythmic measures.”
          - Rabindranath Tagore
Islamic   “Allah is the Light of heavens and the earth.”


- Holy Koran
Jain  “Respect for all living beings is nonviolence.”

- Mahavir
Judaism   “Behold how good and pleasant it is when all humankind dwell together in unity." 



- Psalms
Native American   “The shape of all things of the spirit is such that they must live together as one being.”

- Black Elk

Quaker  "What canst thou say?" 

-George Fox 

Sikh   “I say truly unto all, those who love, obtain God. None else. None else.” 

– Adi Granth
Unitarian Universalist   “Could a greater miracle take place than for us to see through each other’s eyes for an instant?”  

- Henry David Thoreau
Officers

Co-President: 
The Rev. Elizabeth Congdon

Co-President:      Dr. Stevi Lischin
Program Chair:   Joe Ritacco

Secretary:            Georgette L. Thomas
Treasurer:
Dr. Aridaman (Ari) Jain

Coming Together as a Community

If you support our goals of interfaith dialog, please consider becoming a Friend of the Monmouth Center for World Religions and Ethical Thought.

How to reach the Monmouth Center
1475 W. Front Street

Lincroft, NJ  07738

Phone: 732-747-0707

Website:  www.interfaithmonmouthcenter.org

FaceBook: Interfaith Monmouth Center
DIRECTIONS FROM GARDEN STATE PARKWAY: 

From Exit 109 – 

Go West on Rt. 520. 
Turn right on Middletown-Lincroft Rd. (Bank of America is at corner), and go about one mile. 
Turn left on W. Front Street (first stoplight). UU Meetinghouse is 1/2 mile on the left.
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